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That the pupils were telling the truth was self- 
evident in this, as in the previous experiments. 
The replies were gratifying and deeply significant. 
The investigation was broad in its spread and 
carefully conditioned in its methods. 


This Strupy, made for the Commission by a 
teacher of deep, broad culture, wide and successful 
school experience and sympathetic, open minded 
attitude presents first hand source data. The Com- 
mission takes pleasure in offering it as a contribu- 
tion to the problem of BOOKS'and their proper 
relation to the child through the school, the 
library, and the home. 


The Commission believes that a good library 
is not a dead museum record of the past. It is 
rather a dynamic power house of impulse for the 
present and of potency for the future. In no 
single way can the cultured wealth of the past be 
made to serve the needs of the child better than 
through books. But in order to do this the books 
must be selected, and perhaps rewritten, so that 
they satisfy the prime emotions of the child and 
appeal to his latent, progressive ideals. These 
prime emotions and ideals must follow their 
natural, proper sequence in the child’s life. These 
prime impulses and latent aspirations should be 
guided and controlled by the experience and 
wisdom of age. 


Henry C. Frick EpuCcATIONAL COMMISSION 


WHAT PITTSBURGH HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIORS READ 
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AST January just as the Mid-year 1929 
graduates were about to leave the eleven 
high schools where they had been trained, 
a simple questionnaire was sent to them 
under the auspices of the Frick Educational Com- 
mission. This questionnaire asked these Seniors 


to do two things: 


1. Name the books they had read and enjoyed 
since they had entered Senior High School. 


2. Name the books they had read in this 
period that they had nor enjoyed. 


To safeguard the spontaneity of answers this 
notation was placed just below the space in which 
titles were to be written: ‘None of these ans- 
wers will in any way affect your grades. These 
books need not be found in the Pittsburgh High 
School lists.’’ 


In June, 1929, a similar questionnaire was sent 
to the Seniors who were about to graduate from 
these same eleven Senior High Schools. The 
June questionnaire added to the two sentences 
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quoted above, a third statement: ‘‘Additional 
names of books may be given on the other side 
of this sheet of paper.’’ 


In January, 826 Seniors sent 8679 titles of books 
they had enjoyed and 2759 titles of books they 
had not found pleasurein. In June, a larger group 
of 1410 Seniors sent 27,788 favorable and 7102 
unfavorable statements of book titles. 


This Stupy is an analysis of the 46,328 titles 
submitted by the 2236 Seniors who completed 
their twelve years of public school education in 
Pittsburgh high schools in 1929. These titles 
have been classified and studied to try to secure 
accurate information on the following points: 


(A) What books do average Pittsburgh high 
school graduates enjoy? What books do they 
dislike? 


(B) Are there certain books which appeal only 
to the brilliant student? Are there others that 
only the pupil with low intelligence quotient 
will enjoy? Are there “‘boys’’’ books and 
‘girls’ ’’ books? 


(C) 1. Are school libraries and English teachers 
able to combat the easy entertainment offered 
by movies and radio? 


2. In an age of outspoken discussion of 
moral problems are the reading tastes of our 
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Pittsburgh public school graduates being serious- 
ly affected? 


(D) What reactions are pupils really getting. 
from books selected for them by teachers and 
other educators who dictate what students shall 
read for study, for outside reading, and for sup- 
plementary reading? 


(CE) What results and what constructive pos- 
sibilities does the study of this material suggest? 


The tedious work of sorting out the 46,328 
titles and tabulating the results, of securing I. Q. 
for the 2236 Seniors who filled out the question- 
naire, and of comparing Reading Report Records 
kept by the schools to find out how much sup- 
plementary reading was included, has required 
ten months of hard work. The information se- 
cured seems to justify the time spent on the Strupy 
because for the first time in Pittsburgh there is a 
comprehensive statement from pupils as to how 
much pleasure in reading was developed during 
their public school education. 


The 1929 Pittsburgh high school graduates 
were an excellent average group of pupils who 
secured their education in the most chaotic 
period of American political and educational 
history. These boys and girls entered first grade 
in 1916. Their elementary education was se- 
cured while war held first place in everybody's 
interest. While most of the 1929 graduates were 
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too young to help with the immense amounts of 
Red Cross and volunteer work that the Pitts- 
burgh public schools did, these children had 
frequent change of teachers, half day sessions and 
crowded classes to decrease the efficiency of their 
training. As these pupils reached the seventh 
grade many of them were among the first pupils 
to enter junior high schools which were being 
established under the 6-6 plan just then begun 
in Pittsburgh. Others of these 1929 graduates 
attended school under the old 8-4 plan. In ad- 
dition these pupils who entered senior high 
schools in February or September 1926 were among 
those on whom the tentative (and later approved ) 
Coursz oF Stupy IN ENGuisH was tried. They 
were among the first pupils to have their English 
preparation divided into Literature and Compo- 
sition semesters. Certainly it will be agreed that 
this Srupy is concerned with pupils whose educa- 
tional background was not better than average. 


In a second way this group was average. All 
Senior A pupils of 1929 were asked to give their 
opinions. In some of the eleven high schools 
the Report Room Teacher had charge when 
pupils filled in their likes and dislikes, in other 
schools English teachers gave out the question- 
naires. In schools where complete Book Report 
Records are kept pupils were free to consult these 
records. Book Report books, books studied in 
the classroom, school and public library books, 
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and books from many other sources all appear in 
the tabulation. No attempt was made to in- 
fluence selection—indeed in many schools the 
pupils had so little time for making their selec- 
tions that that seems to have been the only thing 
that prevented twice as many titles from being 
entered. The fact that books studied in school 
and books used in book reports (and ‘‘checked”’ 
in this Srupy) appear, mixed in with other books 
not so worth while does much to show that the 
lists are honest—if anyone who has not worked 
with young people enough to know their innate 
honesty, might question the truth of results. 
The pupils, who had nothing to gain from not 
telling the truth, are so used to giving their 
views under modern educational methods that 
good books and some objectionable books appear 
side by side to confound accusers! 


The last way in which the 1929 graduates 
were average was in intelligence. From ten of 
the eleven high schools it was possible to secure 
the I. Qs of about 90% of their pupils. From 
about 2000 of the 2236 pupils most I. Qs were 
found to be between 85 and 140. Only 48 were 
below 85 and 96 were between 140 and 165. This 
means that the greater group of the pupils who 
told their reading tastes had good mental ability 
but were not unusual. A cross section of the 
city in residence and in living conditions, these 
Seniors were also a cross section in intelligence. 
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READING LIKES AND DISLIKES 
(A) 


READING LIKES AND DISLIKES 


As a basis for this Srupy the three tables 
which follow will show: I, the number of boys 
and girls in each of the eleven high schools who 
filled out questionnaires; II, the number of books 
listed by the pupils in these eleven schools as 
Books Enjoyed; UI, the number listed as Books 
not Enjoyed. Numbers are substituted for the 
names of the high schools in order to focus at- 
tention throughout the Srupy upon the only 
question with which this survey is concerned—an 
analysis of Reading Tastes of the 1929 high school 
graduates. 

TABLE I 


Number of Pupils whose Records are Used. 


School Boys Girls Total 
I 36 24 60 
II 49 54 103 
Ill 82 91 173 
IV 142 135 277 
V wl 54 125 
VI 93 78 171 
Vil 101 121 222 
Vill 215 213 428 
IX 186 149 335 
xX 85 103 188 
XI 86 68 154 
Totals 1146 1090 2236 


Ii 


These numbers do not represent the total num- 
ber of pupils who graduated from Pittsburgh 
Senior high schools in 1929—these numbers 
represent only the number of pupils who were 
in school the day the Reading Questionnaire for 
the Frick Educational Commission was filled 
out. 


TABLE II 

Number of Books reported as Enjoyed 
School By Boys By Girls Total 
I 615 501 1116 
II 695 1055 1750 
Ill 1001 1154 2155 
IV 1639 2007 3646 
V 903 944 1847 
VI 1416 1403 2819 
Vil 1165 1461 2626 
VIII 5384 4267 9651 
IX 2896 2432 5328 
xX 1208 2347 3555 
XI 1197 777 1974 
Totals 18119 18348 36467 


It is interesting to note that although Table I 
shows that there are 56 more boys than girls 
whose records are used, yet the girls gave 229 
more titles than the boys did—however, the 
numbers are so nearly even, both as to number of 
pupils and as to books enjoyed, that, in general, it 
might be considered a 50-50 division. 
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Taste III 
Number of Books Reported Not Enjoyed 


School By Boys By Girls Total 
I 58 Bt 95 

II 139 207 346 
Il 334 358 692 
IV 567 544 1111 
V 285 262 547 
VI 453 347 800 
Vil 356 246 602 
VIll 1275 1356 2631 
IX 962 767 1729 
Xx 346 487 833 
XI 284 171 455 
Totals 5059 4802 9861 


The number of books listed as not enjoyed by 
boys shows 257 more titles than the girls’ list. 
This makes the conclusion of the matter practical- 
ly a tie, for the Grand Totals show an almost 
even number of titles received from boys and from 
girls. 


Tasie IV 
Grand Totals 
Books By Boys By Girls Total 
Enjoyed 18119 18348 36467 
Not Enjoyed 5059 4802 9861 
Totals 23178 23150 46328 
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OUTSTANDING BOOKS 


At Mid-year 29 books received special recom- 
mendation—1316 endorsements by boys and 1717 
by girls giving a total of 3033 endorsements from 
8679 endorsements given to all books at Mid-year. 
In June 29 books again found special favor 
through 6666 endorsements (Boys 3142, Girls 
3524). In these two groups of 29 books each 
there were recommendations for 36 standard 
novels, 3 recent novels, 11 dramas, 4 non-fiction, 
and 5 works of verse. Twenty-five books are 
common to both Mid-year and June special en- 
dorsement so these twenty-five books became the 
most popular books of the survey. 911 of the 
2236 pupils who filled out the questionnaire 
endorse the first book on the list and 195 liked 
the last book. The list of Outstanding Books is 
one that any group of readers might be proud to 
have recommended. The books in the order of 
their popularity are: 


TALE oF Two Cirtzs 
MacBetTH 

S1iLas MARNER 
IVANHOE 

HAMLET 

MERCHANT OF VENICE 
Henry EsmMonp 
Lapy oF THE LAKE 
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dorsements. 


might have. 


Ben Hur 

TREASURE ISLAND 
Davip CopPpERFIELD 
Tue Crisis 

OLIvER Twist 

Jutius CAESAR 

Housz oF SEVEN GABLES 
Tue VIRGINIAN 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
Lzes MiIsERABLES 

JANE Eyre 

RAMONA 

SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER 
WINGS 

BRIDGE OF SAN Luis REy 
WE 


THREE MUSKETEERS 


POPULAR BOOKS 


The second group of books received 11755 en- 
There are 267 books in this list 
which are recommended by pupils from at least 
seven of the eleven senior high schools. 
titles represent all types of literature and are with 
two exceptions (STRANGE INTERLUDE and Bap 
Girt) books which any high school library 
The leading books in this group 
are given in the order of pupils’ preference: 
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MAGNIFICENT AMBERSONS 
ABRAHAM Lincotn—Drinkwater 
Count oF Monre Cristo 
Last oF THE MoHICANS 
LittLe MINISTER 

THe TALISMAN 

CALL OF THE WILD 

MILL ON THE FLOoss 
Royat Roap To ROMANCE 
PILGRIM 's PROGRESS 
KIDNAPPED 


MODERN FICTION 


The group of books just discussed contained 
some books of popular recent fiction because 
these books were recommended by pupils from 
at least seven high schools. In order to find out 
how much recent fiction was claiming the at- 
tention of high school pupils in Pittsburgh the 
36,467 favorable titles were checked to see what 
of the much advertised fiction was to be found. 
Boys recommended 497 titles of recent fiction 
and girls added 768 titles to make the total 1275 
books. This means that about one pupil in two 
recommended one book of recent fiction. Leaders 
in this group are: 

BripGE OF SAN Luis REY 
SORREL AND SON 
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DRACULA 

GREENE MurRDER CaAsE 

SHow Boat 

Rep Rust 

Dratu CoMEs FOR THE ARCHBISHOP 


Our 1929 Seniors showed more discrimination in 
their selection than most adults! 


It is interesting to learn that even this limited 
interest in recent fiction is confined to four high 
schools for 65.77% of all recommendations are as 
follows: 


TABLE V 
Distribution of Recent Fiction 
School By Boys By Girls Total 
Vill 168 176 344 
IX 87 125 pa a 
4 45 117 150 
IV 30 82 Tq? 


It is likely that modern fiction is found on 
tables in the homes of pupils from these four 
schools—many of the books listed are those 
recommended by the various Book Guilds and 
Clubs. 


CHARLES DICKENS 


Even more surprising than the limited interest 
in recent fiction is the popularity of Charles 
Dickens. Sixteen novels of Dickens are enjoyed. 
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Boys give 916 recommendations and girls increase 
the total to 1939 by adding 1023 votes for Dick- 
ens! First choice of all divisions of the Srupy 
is 

Tate oF Two Crries 
Other popular books of Dickens in the order of 
choice are: 


Davip CoppERFIELD 
OLIvEeR Twist 

Oxtp Curiosity SHOP 
Nicuoxias NIcKLEBY 


Human nature doesn’t change much! 


LESS POPULAR FICTION AND NON-FICTION 


Less popular books, 994 in number, are mostly 
standard fiction and non-fiction endorsed by a 
few pupils in several of the eleven high schools. 
These titles total 4796, divided into 2337 recom- 
mendations by boys and 2459 by girls. There 
seems to be only individual interest in these 
books and also in 294 books that are endorsed by 
pupils from only one school. In this same class 
are found 2791 books each recommended by just 
one pupil. Since all these books seem to have no 
influence upon the results of the Srupy, they 
were just recorded to give them a place in the 
survey and no further use was made of their 
titles. 
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NON-FICTION 


Boys ate more interested in books of history 
and biography than are girls. Among non-fiction 
books, essays and biographies of women alone 
seem to satisfy girls’ tastes. The Srupy has 4211 
non-fiction books listed and 2412 of the en- 
dorsements are made by boys. Among the ten 
leaders in non-fiction only two, Sesame and 
Royat Roap to Romance, make more appeal to 
girls than to boys. The ten leading non-fiction 
(the term is loosely applied) books are 


WINGS 

WE 

SESAME 

THROUGH COLLEGE ON NOTHING A YEAR 

VICAR OF WAKEFIELD 

Royat Roap To ROMANCE 

ConciILIATION—Burke 

Up FROM SLAVERY 

AMERICANIZATION OF Box 

Str ROGER DE COVERLEY 
Autobiography, biographies, books of travel, 
scientific books (A B C or Renativiry, ArT OF 
THINKING, Kant—Critiquz—E or Pure Reason 
(2 boys); old and new books on Lincoln, Wash- 


ington and Roosevelt—all make an appeal to 
boys. 
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POETRY 


Almost twice as much poetry as modern fiction 
appears in the records. The endorsements are— 


973 by Boys 1208by Girls 2181 Total 


The recommendations are mostly endorsements 
of poems or collections of poems found in the 
Course oF Stupy ror Encuiso. It would seem 
that only the exceptional students report JoHN 
Brown's Bopy (11 Boys—7 Girls) or New 
Voices (8 Boys—io Girls). ‘‘Classics,’’ however, 
seem to have come through the classroom siege 
in good form for boys and girls alike. Narrative 
and lyric poetry seem to be equally popular and 
cettain students report four or five titles of each. 
The most recommended poetry is: 


Tase VI 
Most Popular Poetry Endorsements 


Boys Girls Total 


Lapy oF THE LAKE 197 247 444 
ANCIENT MARINER 126 Ly 243 
IpyYLLs OF THE KING 90 147 237 
Mopern Portry—Untermyer 96 119 215 
GoLpEN TREASURY 68 76 144 
DzsERTED VILLAGE 68 52 120 
Minor Poems—Milton 38 69 107 
Porms—Browning 48 58 106 
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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 


Closely related to an enjoyment of poetry 
would be ots of Shakespeare. 27 dramas 
of the Bard appear in the 3479 Shakespearian 
endorsements made by the 1929 Pittsburgh high 
school graduates. 1735 endorsements by boys 
and 1744 by girls show that no favoritism exists. 
Tragedy takes first and second places and all 
four plays may have been studied in the class- 
room. These four most popular plays are: 


Tasre VII 
Most Enjoyed Shakespearian Plays 
Boys Girls Total 


MacsetTH . 379 418 797 

HAMLET 303 361 664 

MERCHANT OF VENICE pels 283 556 

Jutius CAESAR 190 134 324 
OTHER DRAMA 


Next to fiction stands drama as a source of 
enjoyable reading according to the facts shown in 
this survey. More than 150 plays, exclusive of 
el ant appear in the list of dramas recom- 
mended. 2298 endorsements, divided 937—1361 
between boys and girls, show that Pittsburgh 
young people have learned to read drama for 
themselves as a result of their rather extensive 
study of Shakespeare in English classes. 
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Twelve plays lead 


SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER 
ABRAHAM LINcoLN—Drinkwater 
ADMIRABLE CRICHTON 
Tue Rivats 

Tue Mettinc Por 
Houses or RIMMON 
DisRAELI 

SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL 
SEVENTEEN 

BivuE Birp 

QuaLity STREET 
STRANGE INTERLUDE 


Except for the presence of StRANGE INTERLUDE 
in the list one would conclude that “‘problem’”’ 
plays, O'Neil, Ibsen, Galsworthy and Shaw were 
unknown to our 1929 Seniors. Detailed study of 
the list would show ArMs AND THE Man, ANNa- 
CHRISTIE, COQUETTE, CANDIDA, BOUGHT AND Paip 
For, Justice, Marco Mituions, Porey, R.U.R., 
Tue Triat or Mary DuGcan, Witp Duck, DoLu’s 
Housg, and Rain are all there though their 
admirers are few. If one adds together the en- 
dorsements of Shakespeare’s pve and those of 
other plays a truer picture of the importance of 
drama is secured. 
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Tasxe VIII 
Summary for Drama 
By Boys ByGirls Total 


Shakespeare 1735 1744 3479 
All other plays 937 1361 2298 
Totals 2672 3105 Sons 


SUMMARY OF ALL BOOKS ENJOYED 


All the facts summarized so far in this Srupy 
show quite definitely that the 1929 Seniors ex- 
pressed their opinions very clearly. 78.8% of all 
their reading they enjoyed. Their enjoyment of 
reading included fiction (of which type they pre- 
ferred standard to modern) non-fiction (and here 
autobiography, biography, travel, and science 
most interested boys while essays and lives of 
famous women made more appeal to girls) poetry 
and drama (their second choice). In fiction their 
favorite author is Dickens and in drama familiar- 
ity has taught them to place hii pede first in 
their affections. Boys and girls endorsed books 
about equally and the average is 16.3 books en- 
dorsed per person. All this is another way of 
saying 1929 Pittsburgh high school seniors liked 
to read, liked what they read and liked good 
books! 


Will the survey show these Seniors to be equal- 
ly discriminating in the books they did not 
enjoy? Let us see! 
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BOOKS NOT ENJOYED 


These 1929 Pittsburgh high school seniors did 
not like 21.37% of the books they read. Many 
of the students stated on the questionnaires that 
they never voluntarily finished books they did 
not like hence it would seem that the 4.4 dis- 
liked books per person would be found among 
books required in the PrrrssurcH HiGcH ScHooL 
Course oF Stupy FoR ENGLisH or among books 
used for book reports. Check up of these two 
sources shows the truth of the supposition. The 
survey has shown the soundness of the judgment 
of these 1929 Seniors in their selection of books 
they déd enjoy and it would seem only fair that 
their opinions on books they did mot like should 
be given careful consideration. 5059 opinions by 
boys and 4802 by girls make an imposing total 
of 9861 condemnations. At the head of the list 
and far ahead of its closest competitor stands 
Burke—Sprrcu on CONCILIATION. 257 votes from 
boys and 346 from girls say in no uncertain 
terms that 603 condemnations are registered in 
writing against Burke. Later in the Srupy it 
will be shown that the very best students in the 
group and the dullest intellectually unite with 
the average pupils in also placing Burke at the 
head of the not-enjoyed list. Of course the 
purist may say no one would ‘enjoy’ Burke! 
These Seniors were not purists—they were seizing 
an opportunity to say formally what any English 
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teacher has heard them say many times, they 
‘“‘hate’’ Burke. A study of the records, school by 
school, would suggest that two schools have 
practically eliminated Burke from their Coursz 
or Stupy by choosing another book as the Course 
permits. It would seem that some such reason 
as this would explain why no Seniors from these 
two schools mention Burke in their list of titles 
enjoyed or not enjoyed—that is likely all that 
prevents the 603 votes from being much greater. 


Boys Girls Total 
SESAME 180 200 380 
Henry Esmonp 160 138 298 


have second and third place respectively. How 
much of the dislike for these two books is due to 
unsympathetic teaching and how much is due to 
a poor edition is a proper subject for future 
inquiry. 

Hatieck—EncGuisH LITERATURE 


135 boys and 95 girls give a total of 230 votes 
against Halleck. Recently one of the high school 
papers had an editorial on Halleck. Strictly 
speaking that editorial may not be part of this 
Stupy but the fact that it gives a student’s state- 
ment of their point of view would seem to be 
reason enough to include it in this Srupy. The 
article reads: 
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Give THE Doc A Bap Name Aanp You Hance Hm 


As innocent freshmen we were told vague horrors 
concerning a certain book, Halleck. As sophisticated 
sophomores we knew that Halleck was connected 
with Milton and Milton with Halleck. As jolly 
juniors we began to dread our study of English Liter- 
ature. Finally, as serious seniors, we met the worthy 
gentleman. Some of us did not like him, others be- 
came very much interested in his character; the major- 
ity considered him a necessary evil and succumbed to 
his demands. If a student should begin the study of 
English Literature, unknowing and unbiased, the 
benefits and the pleasure he would receive would be 
far greater. Halleck with his bad reputation is doom- 
ed to dislike. We have given the dog a bad name and 
we have hanged him. 


It is only fair to state that the present CoursE 
oF Stupy 1n EneuisH calls for a change from 
Halleck but the book recommended has never 
been accepted and substituted for the Halleck. 
And so pupils continue to dread the English 
course they should enjoy most. Fifth and sixth 
places among the groups of books not enjoyed 
are held by 


Boys Girls Total 
Taz oF Two Cities 111 100 211 
and 
Housg or SEvEN Gases 115 92 207 
32 


Here is a peculiar situation, for these two books 
appear in first and fifteenth places respectively 
among the Outstanding Books of the survey. It 
is not the part of this Stupy to justify the choices 
of pupils but study of the questionnaire suggests 
two reasons for this seeming inconsistency: 


1. Supplementary Reading Records in the 
schools where they are accurately kept, disclose 
that these two books appear frequently on the 
not-enjoyed side of the questionnaire when they 
are used as book reports and read without the help 
of the teacher. It is tobe regretted that Book Re- 
port records are not uniformly kept and completed 
and filed, for some valuable information could 
be secured from them in a study of this type. 


2. Inexperienced or unsympathetic teaching 
may account for some of the dislike of these two 
generally popular novels. Many condemnations 
from both boys and girls in certain schools would 
suggest that the dislike may come from unsuc- 
cessful method of presentation. 


No other not-enjoyed books seem to stand out 
in the memories of the 1929 Seniors with such 
vehemence as the six just presented. English 
literature offers so much that may give pleasure 
and education at the same time that it would 
seem that books that do not justify themselves 
in the minds of pupils are of doubtful worth in 
any course of study. 
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SPECIAL PROBLEMS 
(B) 


SPECIAL PROBLEMS 

A special study of the questionnaire was 
made to see if certain books were especially 
popular with pupils whose I. Qs would suggest 
that their mental ability would mark them as 
exceptional. In order to secure the opinion of 
the most brilliant pupils only those whose I. Qs 
were 140 ot above were considered. Here as in 
the case of Book Report Records it was found 
that while the majority of schools had I. Qs for 
almost all Seniors there were several schools 
where records were rather incomplete. 96 stu- 
dents whose I. Qs were available had Intelligence 
Quotients between 140 and 165. Book records of 
these pupils were included in the general study 
of the likes and dislikes of all 1929 seniors. This 
special study deals with these 96 separately. 


In this ae of “exceptional youths’’ 53 boys 
gave 1044 endorsements and 43 girls made the 
total of 1937 endorsements by adding 893 titles. 
In first place we find Tate or Two Cririzs and 
IVANHOE with 50% endorsement from the 96 
students. 

Sttas MARNER 

Lapy oF THE LAKE 

MacBETH 

HAMLET 
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in the order named complete the list of most 
popular books. Detailed study of the books 
endorsed by these students is most interesting. 
GROWTH OF THE SoIL, REVOLT IN THE DzsERT, 
AMENITIES OF A Book Coiuecror, Book Nosopy 
Knows, HuNGER FIGHTERS, JOHN BRown’s Bopy, 
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT, MicroBeE HunrTERs, 
MopERN TENDENCIES IN AMERICAN POETRY, 
Kine’s HencuMan, THat Man HEINzE, Joyce 
K1~MER Porms Essays AND LETTERs are among the 
books that suggest independent thinking. 


Biography is very popular with these students. 
In addition to many different books on Lincoln, 
Roosevelt and Washington are found lives of 
Napoleon, Grant, Pupin, Bok, Edison, Carnegie, 
Foch and Jefferson. Among modern writers 
Galsworthy, Morley and Deeping lead both in 
number of books endorsed and in number of 
readers. Rather curiously five girls endorse 
STRANGE INTERLUDE and Tue IsLaNpD WITHIN. 
Two gitls liked Mamsa’s DauGcuTers and one 
endorsed THe Genius. One boy each endorsed 
ELMER GANTRY, SONS AND Lovers, Boston, 
Mamsa’s Daucuters, THe Genius and THe 
AMERICAN TRAGEDY while two boys recom- 
mended Ott. 


Aside from these few titles the list is whole- 
some, intelligent, and represents all types of 
literature. If our most brilliant students are 
‘“‘bookworms’’ they choose the books they 
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should know. One girl added the notation, ‘‘I 
have read voluntarily 117 books since I entered 
Senior high school.’’ Another said ‘“‘I try to 
tread one outside book a week, one week I read 
fiction and the next non-fiction.’’ 


In comparison with this excellent report what 
say the 33 boys and 15 girls whose I. Qs are 
between 34 and 85? They too enjoy reading for 
the 48 sia them recommend 644 books—the boys 
select 430 and the girls 214 that they have liked. 
For first place 18 pupils (23 boys - 5 girls) recom- 
mend Tate or Two Criss, agreeing with most 
of the other 1929 graduates that it is the best 
all-around book they know of. Next in order 
are 

HAMLET 
IVANHOE 
MacsBetTH 

Sttas MARrNER 


The only difference in most popular books be- 
tween the best students and the dullest is THE 
LADY OF THE LAK#! 


A detailed study of the list made up from the 
choices of the pupils with low I.Qs shows pupils 
recommended Darwin's Or1iGIN oF Species, Epuca- 
TION FOR EFFICIENCY, STUDIES IN SEVEN ARTs, 
Otp TESTAMENT SToRIEs, GHAMBI, HEROES OF 
Topay, MasTer oF THE INN, Don Quixote, Porey, 
and QuzEN ExizasBeTH in addition to many books 
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standard for high school enjoyment. Biography 
again commands much attention. Lives of Henry 
Ford, Andrew Jackson, Buffalo Bill, Daniel 
Boone and Edison appear in the list in addition 
to accounts of Lincoln, Washington and Roose- 
velt. Of less desirable books one girl each votes 
for E~tmer Gantry, STRANGE INTERLUDE and 
Bap Girt while one boy also recommends Bap 
GIRL. 


BOOKS NOT ENJOYED 


In order to really appreciate how unusual this 
agreement is, consider next the books not enjoyed 
by high and low I.Q. students. The brilliant 
students condemn 519 titles (20 boys - 199 girls) 
and their less fortunate classmates disapproved of 
197 books, the boys listing 137 and the girls 60 
books. First and second place are taken by the 
same two books in both lists. 


SPEECH ON CONCILIATION—Burke 
SESAME 


Remember too that these are the same two books 
that take first and second place among the books 
disliked by 2236 pupils who filled out the ques- 
tionnaire! Collusion? Of course not! 826 of 
the 2236 Seniors filled out the questionnaire the 
last week they were in the eleven high schools 
during January. Their papers were delivered 
to the Frick Commission offices. The papers 
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were then checked and recorded and the results 
turned over to the Commission Secretary before 
the papers were sent to the high schools in June 
for another group of 1410 pupils to complete. 
These June Seniors had no way of knowing any- 
thing of the first questionnaire and its results. 
It would seem that in the minds of many boys and 
girls who graduated from our Pittsburgh high 
schools in 1929 there was strong dislike for a few 
of the books that many of them were required 
to study and that this dislike was shared by the 
brightest and the dullest pupils of the class—that 
is all that the Srupy shows in regard to these 
two books. 


Just as there seems to be no connection between 
reading and I. Q. ability—that is, reading enjoy- 
ment seems to be emotional rather than intellectual— 
just so there would seem to be no real separation 
into ‘“‘boys’ ’’ books and ‘“‘girls’ ’’ books. No 
book that is read by at least 50 of the 2236 pupils 
is read just by girls or just by boys. Some of the 
books commonly considered ‘‘boys’ ’’ books are 
read as follows: 


Boys Girls 
TREASURE ISLAND 259 110 
JuLius CAESAR 190 134 
Les MisERABLES 120 136 
WINGs 109 109 
IVANHOE 390 Sut 
Turee MuskETEERS 145 50 
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WE 148 


Count oF Monte Cristo _ 92 
Last or THE MoniIcans 124 
CALL OF THE WILD 99 
KIDNAPPED 82. 
So-called “‘girls’ ”’ 
the boys: 

JANE Eyre 16 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 51 
RAMONA 30 
Lorna DoonE 62 
Lirrite MINIsTER 26 
Mitt ON THE FLoss ng | 


55 
70 
58. 
38 
27 


books all find readers among 


223 
227 
204 
125 
192 
107 


Undoubtedly there are some books that girls 
enjoy more than most boys do and vice versa but 
this survey does not show among books that are 
at all popular any definite sex distinction. Among 
the 1929 Seniors who filled out the questionnaire 
sex and intelligence seem to be secondary to the 


emotional interest in books. 
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SOURCES 
(C) 


SOURCES 


All the facts presented in the first two 
points discussed in this ae show that Pitts- 
burgh high school seniors do enjoy reading and 
that 98% of that reading is of fine quality. It is 
difficult to say how many of the books found in 
this Srupy and also found in the Course or Stupy 
IN ENGLIsH were studied in the classroom. The 
Coursz oF Stupy permits choice in the selection 
of almost all books to be studied. To give just 
two examples: Taiz or Two Citizs, Vicar OF 
WAKEFIELD and THe Crisis are in one group and 
only one may be studied in the Tenth year Liter- 
ature semester. In the eleventh year Siras Mar- 
NER, Housz oF SEVEN GaABLEs and Davip CoppErR- 
FIELD are in the same group. Five of these six 
books appear in the twenty-five Outstanding 
Books! This same parallel listing appears 
throughout the three literature semesters of the 
Senior High School English Course. It means 
for one thing that pupils are enjoying most of 
the books that are found in the Courssz or Stupy 
and it also means that most of these books are 
being effectively taught. 


Over 90% of the books listed in this Srupy 
are books that may be found in the Supple- 
mentary Reading List for the Pittsburgh high 
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schools. This implies that the teachers of Eng- 
lish and the School libraries (where some Sup- 
plementary books are found) in cooperation are 
actually moulding the reading tastes of Pitts- 
burgh high school pupils. Surely no more pow- 
erful argument could be found for greatly in- 
creased appropriations for school libraries! There 
should be enough copies of the books most 
pupils will enjoy to insure that all pupils may 
have a chance to read and re-read these books. 
Up to June 1929 the teachers of English and 
the school libraries have been able to win in 
competition with the new social forces that are 
disturbing home life today. Pittsburgh high 
school pupils have found that the school and 
school libraries offer good literature which they 
can read and enjoy. Whether this fine condition 
shall continue may be determined primarily by 
the ability of school libraries to offer plenty of 
wholesome, educational literature in attractive 
editions to the rapidly increasing student body 
which patronizes libraries in all city high schools. 
If as demand increases pupils discover that school | 
libraries have only reference books and a few good 
books that are always ‘‘out’’ these pupils who now 
depend on school libraries will have to look else- 
where—and private circulating libraries will soon 
undermine the foundations so substantially built. 


Some books objectionable for high school 
pupils appear in this survey among the books 
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enjoyed. It has seemed advisable to check the 
names of these books and the schools from which 
the recommendations come. Of course some 
young people have always read some objection- 
able books. But when such books make their 
appearance as reading openly commended then 
the free discussion of sex and moral relations 
that has characterized much of our post-war 
literature needs the aggressive attention of edu- 
cators. The appearance, however, of these books 
in this survey is another proof of the general 
honesty with which the Seniors compiled their 
list of titles. 


In selecting the books from the Srupy which 
seemed most objectionable, those that were not 
true to life because they presented an abnormal 
or distorted picture of love or sex and those which 
pictured only the baser side of human relation- 
ships were included. It is not the occasional evil 
in a book that makes it objectionable so much as 
the overwrought interest, the excitement that 
makes everyday living uninteresting and the 
minute picture of abnormal relations. All these 
work together to pervert taste and to decrease 
idealism. 


For several reasons it has seemed best to sub- 
stitute numbers for the actual titles of the ob- 
jectionable books found in Table IX. 
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TABLE TX 
OBJECTIONABLE BOOKS FOUND IN 


THE SURVEY 
Book School Boys School Girls 
iL Vill 1 II 1 
IX 3 Ill 2 
XI 3 IV | 
Vill 4 
xX 1 
XI 1 
2. Vill 1 
IX 1 
3 V 1 IV 2 
VI Ui Vil 2 
Vill 5 Vill u 
IX 1 IX 2 
Dae 1 Xx 4 
4. I 1 Vil 1 
N 2 VU Ds 
Vill 1 
XI 1 
5 Vill 1 IX Js 
IX 2 
XI 1 
6 Vill 1 
zt Vill 1 IV 1 
IX 1 V 3 
Vill 1 


A 
60/0) 


Book School Boys School Girls 


8 IV t) IV 1 
V i} Vill 6 
VI 3 
Vill 8 
IX 1 
XI 1 
9 Vill 1 V 2 
IX i Vil 1 
Vill 2 
10. IIT 1 
XI 3 
as Vill if Il i! 
IV 2 
Vill 3 
Xx 2 
12. Vill 1 
Xx 1 
13. Vil i Ill 1 
Vill 1 vil 1 
XI 4 Vill 1 
XI 1 
14. IX 2 
15. VIII 1 Vill 2 
IX 1 IX 1 
16. I 1 Vill 16 
Vill 6 IX 3 
IX 1 X 1 
XI 1 XI D 
Lh VI i Vill 1 
Vill 3 


AN 
& 


Book School Boys School Girls 


18. VII 1 
19. VI 1 VIL 1 
VIII 4 VII 2 
IX 1 IX 1 
X 1 
20. VIII 3 IV 1 
lips 1 V 1 
VII p 
ibs 1 
21, V 2 I 1 
VIL 1 IV 1 
VIII 2 V 1 
IX 1 VIL 1 
XI 3 VIII 2 
22, A 2 V 1 
IX 1 
23. VIII 1 V Z 
IX 1 VII 4 
x 2 IX 2 
X 2 
24. Lx 1 
25. IX 1 
26. IV 1 I 2 
VI 1 VIL 1 
Lx 2 VII 1 
x 2 mel 1 
XI 2 
gy V 1 IX 1 


Book School Boys School Girls 


28. Vil ] Ii 1 

Vill 7 IV 1 

Ix 4 Vill 5 

Xx 1 IX 4 

Xx 1. 

XI 1 
ASE Vill 1 
30. VI 1 
Ale Vill 1 
IX 1 


Several schools where home supervision of 
treading might be more lax, where book club 
books may be found and where magazines which 
advertise all types of books may abound, are the 
worst offenders. 31 books appear in this list 
and schools VIII and IX each have readers who 
endorse 23 of the books; school X recommends 
12 different books and school IV 9 of them; 
schools V, VII and XI have pupils who enjoyed 
10 books; schools III and VI, 5 books each; school 
I recommends 4 books (the least objectionable 
of the books in the whole list of Table IX) and 
school II has one’ pupil who enjoyed one of the 
books. Of course this is happily a very small 
group of all the books enjoyed—261 endorse- 
ments for 31 books. There are several other 
books listed that would seem to be undesirable 
but these 31 books seem more definitely to spon- 
sor discussions: which will not benefit any high 
school pupil in his process of character building. 
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PUPIL REACTIONS 
(D) 


PUPIL REACTIONS 


Always Courses of Study in English will 
be made by adults who have to consider many 
things where ‘‘classics’’ are selected for class 
study. Just what reactions would come from 
pupils who were permitted to express their feel- 
ings as to these selections was one of the interest- 
ing possibilities of the survey. Pittsburgh 
Seniors endorsed most of the books that appear 
on their lists and also are found in the Course 
of Study. Due to the freedom of choice discussed 
earlier in this Srupy it is impossible to say posi- 
tively that any definite books were read by every 
pupil. But certainly the person who studies the 
lists given in the discussion of books pupils said 
they liked and those they said they did not like 
will agree that the present Pittsburgh Courss 
oF StuDY IN ENGLIsH is giving to most pupils 
books that they enjoy while they study them. 


Part of the success will be due to the selections 
themselves for they survive all teaching, and 
part of it will be due to the teaching. Teacher 
influence will always be an important factor in 
the attitude of pupils toward any book studied. 
This survey shows some enlightening examples 
of teacher influence. One of the most enjoyed 
books on the list of Outstanding Books is Ham- 
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eT. Almost seven hundred pupils recommended 
it, yet in one school from which several thousand 
endorsements of all books came, only seven 
people recommended Hamuet, three at Mid-year 
and four in June! Investigation disclosed that 
one of the generally successful teachers had 
taught Hamter to all 1929 graduates. In an- 
other school at Mid-year a large proportion of 
the boys expressed themselves as liking MopERN 
ENGLISH AND AMERICAN Posetry. In June no boys 
of that school approved MopERN Poetry. Inves- 
tigation revealed that a change in teacher assign- 
ment had taken from these Seniors a teacher who 
was admittedly an enthusiast about contempo- 
rary verse. If pupil reaction means anything to 
teachers of English, a private perusal of the de- 
tails of this survey as it summarizes the opinions 
of every boy and girl in each school would be a 
most stimulating experience and many a teacher 
who wearily wonders what she has accomplished 
would feel happier in her work. 


Student reaction to the books selected for 
supplementary reading has been much harder to 
secure. The uniform method of recording Book 
Reports outlined in the new Course oF StuDY IN 
ENGLIsH has not yet got into complete operation 
in all the city high schools although most of the 
schools have some method of checking supple- 
mentary book reports. In the Table X which 
follows, only the books common to the answers 
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on the questionnaire and the Book Report Rec- 
ords are counted. There are many books read as 
supplementary which do not appear in this survey 
because the pupils who read the books did not 
place them among the books they enjoyed or did 
not enjoy. In regard to many books they read for 
book reports, the 1929 Seniors were neutral or 
else they forgot they had read the books. 


TABLE X 
SUPPLEMENTARY BOOKS LISTED IN THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

Books 
Books Books reported in 
School Enjoyed Not Enjoyed Questionnaire 

I 274 7 oa a 

II CNo. records) 2096 
Ill 228 (Uncomplete) 28 2847 
IV 931 (Commercial 244 4757 

English records 
not given) 

V 142 (ncomplete) 39 2394 
VI 866 282 3619 
VII 459 99 3228 

Vill 1429 (Mid-year 306 12282 
Menrecord 
incomplete) 

IX 946 (Very 378 7057 

incomplete) 

X 144 (Very 35 4388 

incomplete) 

XI 596 130 2429 


Schools I, VI, VII, XI had complete records. 
BT 


It would seem from a study of the schools 
whose records are fairly complete that not one- 
third of the books listed in the Srupy are sup- 
plementary books. Making allowance for all 
books that appear in the questionnaire which 
pupils may have studied it is possible to conclude 
that about half of the books on the survey lists 
are books which were read voluntarily. Then about 
23,164 books were read entirely for enjoyment— 
an average of about ten books for each student. 
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RESULTS 
(E) 
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RESULTS 


The survey was not made to prove any 
theory or to set up any results as irrefutable. The 
questionnaire was sent out to find out if possible 
what books young people of Pittsburgh who had 
just completed twelve years of public school 
education were willing to say they had enjoyed 
and what books they were ready to place them- 
selves on record as not enjoying. 46328 titles 
seem to give enough data for fairly accurate 
conclusions. Among these results six seem fairly 
conclusive: 


1. An excellent standard of taste is revealed. 
The six books leading the general divisions into 
which this survey was divided are all of them 
excellent choices: 


Fiction—Tatz or Two Crrtss 

Modern Fiction—Bripce or San Luis Rey 
Non-fiction—WInNGs 

Poetry—Lapy or THE LAKE 
Shakespeare—MacseTH 

Other Drama—Sue Stoops To CONQUER 


The fact that over 90% of all the books enjoyed 
might be found in any school library is general 
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proof of the splendid standard of books the 1929 
Seniors from the Pittsburgh high schools enjoy. 
In the appendix to this Stupy is found the com- 
plete list of the Outstanding and the most gen- 
erally popular of all books suggested in the 
questionnaire. All the books in both lists re- 
ceived fifty or more endorsements from pupils in 
at least seven of the eleven high schools concerned 
inthe Stupy. Nota change or omission has been 
necessary. Without any change whatever the 
list would be a satisfactory one to give to every 
senior high school student with the statement 
that the list contains 119 books which at least 
50 Pittsburgh high school graduates enjoyed and 
could recommend to other high school students. 


2. The survey shows that the 1929 Seniors 
enjoyed fiction most of all but that they had the 
capacity for enjoying other literature too. Total 
endorsements of all literature, except fiction, 
used in this survey are: 


Non-fiction—4211 
Poetry—2181 
Shakespeare—3 479 
Other drama—2298 


These four forms of literature receive 12,169 
endorsements out of a possible 36,467. This 
means that about one-third of the literature these 
Seniors enjoyed was not fiction. 
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3. A surprising result of the survey was the 
unanimity of the brilliant, average and dull 
pupils as to the books they enjoyed most and as 
to those they liked least. This result is even 
more amazing when one realizes that of the 2236 
pupils, 826 completed the questionnaire in Jan- 
uary in eleven different high schools and then 
graduated. The other 1410 pupils filled out 
questionnaires 414 months later and again the 
brilliant, average and dull pupils all came to 
exactly the same conclusions as did the January 
graduates. Without shadow of doubt Tazz oF 
Two Crttzs is the most popular book with the 
Pittsburgh 1929 graduates and just as definitely 
Burke—SprEcH ON CONCILIATION and SESAME are 
the most disliked books these Seniors read. 


4. Aid in increasing the number of standard 
fiction books and books of biography in high 
school libraries should be one of the first practical 
results of the Stupy. PUPILS WILL READ 
GOOD) CITERATURE! IF THE SUPPLY “IS 
_ ADEQUATE. A special study of the Tenth and 
Eleventh Grades of Schools I and X made at the 
time this Twelfth Year survey was made showed 
that pupils in School I read better books than 
pupils in School X although one might have ex- 
pected the reverse. A closer check-up showed 
that pupils in School I were largely dependent 
upon the new high school library for the books 
they were to read. School I pupils read far fewer 
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books (the library is quite limited) than the 
pupils in School X. Many pupils in School X of 
high mental ability were reading great numbers . 
of the most trifling books—in the Twelfth Year 
survey School X stood third among schools where 
objectionable books were enjoyed. Pittsburgh 
will lose a golden opportunity if high school 
libraries are not promptly and bountifully equip- 
ped with the best books of fiction and biography. 
Pupils should be encouraged to use books from 
school libraries where alert librarians, English 
teachers and an excellent committee on Supple- 
mentary Reading Books co-operate to encourage 
the reading of good literature. 


5. When books endorsed by pupils are worth 
reading these lists should be placed in the hands 
of pupils for them to own. Pupils will read 
books recommended by other pupils more quickly 
than they would read the same books if an adult 
made the recommendation. Seniors who are 
leaving high school could be given well selected 
lists especially prepared to encourage them to 
continue to read the kind of literature the schools 
have taught them to enjoy. 


6. Among the most important results of the 
Srupy should be its practical possibilities for 
continued investigation. Similar studies might 
be most helpful in securing information about: 
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a Junior High School Pupils Reading Tastes. 


SS 


rot 


Teachers and school librarians have great 
difficulty in guiding the reading interests 
of these pupils. Definite lists compiled 
from the selections made by 9A pupils 
might do much to help bring order out of 
confusion. 


The Negro—A study of the reading interests 
of Negroes is greatly needed for the gen- 
eral field of literature does not seem to ap- 
peal to them. 


Repetition of this Stupy. Winetka, I]- 
linois found there when their Graded Book 
List was made that repetition brought 
about 75% of the first results. What 
would a second survey here show as a 
check upon this Strupy? 


da Foreign Born Children—A survey of their 


reading interests might be scree help- 
ful in the upper grades and Junior high 
school. 


The Platoon School and Reading—A com- 
parison of the results in Platoon and non- 
Platoon schools. 


This field of investigation is almost unex- 


plored. 


Its possibilities seem unlimited if its 


results warrant the further development of the 
principle it implies—that the opinion of Youth 
is important! 
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APPENDIX 


COMPLETE RECORD OF SUMMARIES 


TWENTY-FIVE OUTSTANDING BOOKS OF 


EE Ss LUD Y; 

1. Taz or Two CirT1zs 911 votes 

2. Macsetu Ter cue 

3. Srras MarNnzER 196.8); 

4. IVANHOE TOL es 

5. Hamuet 664 1/53) 

6. MerrRcHANT OF VENICE S560 

7. Henry Esmonp 499 

8. Lapy or THE LAKE 444 " 

9. Ben Hur 575 
10. Treasure IsLtanp 36975") 
11. Davip CopprEerRFIELD 367.0) 
12. Tue Crisis SDL 
13. Oxiver Twist 343 
14. Jutius Carsar S24 
15. Housz or SEVEN GABLES oil We apa 
16. Tur ViRGINIAN S088) ie 
17. PripE AND PREJUDICE 2780 
18. Les MisERABLES | 2560cun 
19. Jane Eyre Pa SNAP 
20. RAMONA 234 
21. Sue Stoops To CONQUER 250 Rin 
22. WiINGs DLS iApe 
23. BripGE oF SAN Luis Rey DAE ah 
24. WE 2034 
25. THree MusKETEERS TOS i 


OTHER POPULAR BOOKS 


At least fifty students from seven of the eleven 
Pittsburgh Senior High Schools recommend these 
94 Books. 


ABRAHAM Lincotn—Drinkwater 
ADMIRABLE CRICHTON 
As You Lixez It 
ANCIENT MARINER 
ADAM BEDE 
AMERICANIZATION OF Box 
ALLAN QUARTERMAINE 
Beau GEsTE 
Biack Rock 
Buacx Tuip 
SPEECH ON CoNncILIATION—Burke 
Biack ARROW 
CALL OF THE WILD 
THE CRrossING 
Count or Montz Cristo 
‘Tue CAROLINIAN 
CANTERBURY TALEs (in Prose) 
CREATIVE CHEMISTRY 
Canary Murper Casz 
CapTAINs CoURAGEOUS 
Tuer CLOISTER AND THE HEARTH 
DESERTED VILLAGE 
70 


DraAcuLa 
DEERSLAYER 
Dr. JEKYLL AND Mr. Hype 
Don QuIxoTE 
GOLDEN TREASURY 
GREENE MurbDeErR CaAsE 
Gurorious ADVENTURE 
HauntTED BooxsHoP 
Houssz oF RIMMON 
HoNnorABLE PETER STERLING 
HuckLEBERRY FINN 
Hoostzr SCHOOLMASTER 
How To Live on Twenty-rour Hoursa Day 
Hucu WYNNE 
IDYLLs OF THE KING 
KIDNAPPED 
Kim 
KENILWORTH 
Story oF My Lire—Keller 
Kino Sotomon’s MINEs 
Kinc Lear 
Last OF THE MOHICANS 
LittLe MINIsTER 
Lire or Lincoun—Tarbell 
Lorp Jim 
Last Days or PoMPEII 
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Lorna Doong 

LitrL—E WoMEN 

Mopvern Portry—Untermyer 

MAGNIFICENT AMBERSONS 

MipsuMMER NicuT's DREAM 

MELTING Por 

MILL ON THE FLoss 

Marsie Faun 

Minor Porems—Milton 

Tue MuTINEERS 

Oxp Curiosity SHop 

OrEGON TRAIL 

Oxtp Man Dare’s Taks 

ParapDIsE Lost 

ParNassus ON WHEELS 

PILGRIM’'s PROGRESS 

PERFECT TRIBUTE 

PROMISED LAND 

QuENTIN DurwarpD 

Quatity STREET 

RAMOLA 

Risk oF Siras LAPHAM 

ROMEO AND JULIET 

Royat Roap To ROMANCE 
fy 


RicHARD CARVEL 

Tue Rivas 

Ransom’s FoLiy 

SORREL AND SON 

Str RoGER DE COVERLEY 

Tue Spy 

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 

SCARLET LETTER 

SHERLOCK HotmMes (ADVENTURES) 
SEVENTEEN 

SHorRT Stor1es—Brunner 

SESAME 

TxHrouGcH CoLLteGe ON NOTHING A YEAR 
TAMING OF THE SHREW 

Tue TEMPEST 

Tom SAWYER 

THe TALISMAN 

TWENTY TROULAND Lzeacuzs UNDER THE SEA 
To Have AND To Hotp 

Up FROM SLAVERY 

Vicar OF WAKEFIELD 

Tue VIRGINIAN 


Vanity Fair 
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SUMMARY OF MOST POPULAR BOOKS 


(At least 50 pupils from 7 of the 11 high schools 
approved these books) 


Boys Girls Total 


Total Endorsements 5947 5808 11755 
MAGNIFICIENT AMBERSONS 74 103 177 
ABRAHAM LiNcoLN—Drinkwater 89 T] 166 
Count oF Monte Cristo 92 70 162 
Last oF THE MouIcANs 124 aye" 159 
Littite MINISTER 26 132 158 
Tue TALIsMAN 105 44 149 
CALL OF THE WILD 99 38 137 
MILL ON THE FLoss 23 107 134 
Royat Roap To RoMANCE 60 70 130 
PILGRIM’s PROGRESS 50 63 13 
KIDNAPPED 82. 27 109 


SUMMARY OF MOST POPULAR NOVELS OF 
CHARLES DICKENS 


Boys Girls Total 


TALE OF Two CITIEs 432 483 911 
Davip CopPERFIELD 160 207 367 
OLIVER Twist 183 160 343 
Op Curiosity SHop 22 SZ 74 


Nicuoxas NIcKLEBY 34 36 70 
74 ; 


SUMMARY OF MODERN FICTION 
Boys Girls Total 


Total Endorsements 497 768 1275 
BripDGE OF SAN Luis Rey 76 137 213 
SORREL AND SON 51 116 147 
DracuLa a7 29 56 
GREENE MurDER CAsE 34 19 53 
SHow Boat 16 32 48 
Rep Rust 13 16 29 
DegatH CoMEs FOR THE ARCHBISHOP 8 ea 29 


SUMMARY OF MODERN FICTION 


Schools Boys Girls Total 
I 24 15 39 

II 15 35 50 
III 32 46 78 
IV 30 82 TE? 
V 23 48 71 
VI 28 18 46 
VII 16 47 63 
Vill 168 176 344 
IX 87 125 212 
X SAR LED oO 
XI 38 43 81 
Totals 494 Ppy: 1246 
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LEADERS IN MODERN FICTION READING 


Schools 
VIll 168 176 
IX 87 125 
xX 33 117 
IV 30 82 

SUMMARY OF MOST POPULAR 
NON-FICTION 
Boys Girls 
Total Endorsements 2412 1799 
WINGS 109 109 
WE 148 55 
SESAME 91 94 
TurouGH CoLLeGE ON NoTHInGc 102 vd 
Vicar OF WAKEFIELD 88 81 
Royat Roap To ROMANCE 60 70 
ConciILIATION—Burke 78 47 
Up FroM SLAVERY 58 56 
AMERICANIZATION OF Box 61 51 
Sir RoGEerR DE CovERLEY 56 54 
OTHER FICTION 
TOTAL ENDORSEMENTS 
Boys Girls Total 
4796 


2357 2459 
16 


344 
vA Wa 
150 
P17 


Total 
4211 


218 
203 
185 
154 
169 
130 
125 
114 
1iZ 
110 


TOTAL ENDORSEMENTS 


Books Recommended by 1 school only 294 Books 
Books recommended by 1 Pupil only 2791 Books 


SUMMARY OF MOST POPULAR POETRY 


Boys Girls Total 
Total Endorsements 973 1208 2181 


Lapy OF THE LAKE 197 247 444 
ANCIENT MARINER 126 Lay 243 
IpYLLs OF THE KING 90 147 237 
MopeErRN PoETRY 96 119 215 
GoLpEN TREASURY 68 76 144 
DESERTED VILLAGE 68 52 120 
Minor Porms—Milton 38 69 107 
Porms—Browning 48 58 106 


SUMMARY OF: MOST POPULAR PLAYS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 


Boys Girls Total 


MacsetTH 379 418 797 
HAMLET 303 361 664 
MERCHANT OF VENICE 273 283 556 
JuLius CAESAR 190 134 324 
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SUMMARY OF CHARLES DICKENS AND 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Boys Girls 

Dickens 916 1023 
Shakespeare L759 1744 
Total 2651 2767 

SUMMARY OF DRAMA 
Cexcept Shakespeare) 

Boys Girls 

Total Endorsements 937 1361 
SHE Stoops TO CONQUER 90 141 
ABRAHAM Lincotn—Drinkwater 89 77. 
ADMIRABLE CRICHTON 68 74 
Tue RiIvats 39 75 
Tre Mertinc Pot 42 68 
Houst or RiIMMOoN 53 50 
DisRAELI 37 46 
SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL 28 40 
SEVENTEEN 14 48 
BuivueE Birp ify 45 
Quatity STREET 11 48 
STRANGE INTERLUDE 19 33 
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Total 
1939 
3479 


——— 


5418 


Total 
2298 


Zon 
166 
142 
114 
110 
103 
83 
68 
62 
62 
ag 
52 


SUMMARY OF DRAMA 


Boys Girls Total 

Shakespeare 1735 1744 3479 
All other plays 937 1361 2298 
Totals 2672 3105 On), 


SUMMARY OF SPECIAL REPORTS 
A 
High I. Qs (140—165) 
Boys Girls Total 
Number of Pupils 53 43 96 


I. FAVORABLE ENDORSEMENTS 1044 893 1937 


TALE oF Two CiTIEs 35 23 58 
IVANHOE 30 18 48 
Sttas MARNER . 14 15 29 
Lapy OF THE LAKE 17 11 28 
MacsetTu 16 Es 2g 
HAMLET gt 10 21 
Il. UNFAVORABLE 320 199 519 
SPEECH ON CONCILIATION—Burke 13 9 22 
SESAME 8 8 16 
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B 


Low I. Qs (© 4—85) 


Boys Girls Total 
Number of Pupils 33 15 48 


I. FAVORABLE ENDORSEMENTS 430 214 644 


TALE OF Two CITIEs 13 5 18 
HAMLET 9 8 17 
IVANHOE 14 2 16 
MacsBETH 10 6 16 
Sizas MARNER 7 8 15 
Il. UNFAVORABLE 137 60 197 
SPEECH ON ConcILIATION—Burke 2 5 7 
SESAME 5 1 6 
SUMMARY OF BOOKS NOT ENJOYED 
TOTALS 5059 4802 9861 
THE MOST UNPOPULAR BOOKS ARE: 
SPEECH ON ConciILIATION—Burke 257. 5465 2605 
SESAME 180%) 200. 80 
Henry EsMonpD 160), 338298 
Encutsu LireraTture—Halleck 135 95 230 
Tae or Two CIrTIEs LUT 1000) 2a 
House oF SEVEN GABLES 115 92: 207 
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SUMMARY OF SUPPLEMENTRY BOOKS 
USED FOR BOOK REVIEWS 


A—ENJOYED 
School 
I 274 
II No record 
Ill 228—Incomplete Records 
IV 931—No Commercial Senior records 
V 142—Very incomplete 
VI 866 
Vil 459 
VIII 1429—Mid-year records incomplete 
IX 946—Very incomplete 
X 144—Only 12th Year records 
XI 596 
B—NOT ENJOYED 
School 
I 7 
II No records 
HI ' 28—Incomplete records 
IV 244—No Commercial Senior records 
Vv 39—Very incomplete 
VI 282 
Vil 99 
Vill 306—Mid-year records incomplete 
IX 378—Very incomplete 
X 35—Only 12th Year records 
XI 130 
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SUMMARY OF STUDENTS WHOSE QUES- 
TIONNAIRE RECORDS ARE USED 


School Boys 
I . 36 

II 49 
III 82 
IV 142 
Vv valk 
VI 93 
VII 101 
Vill 215 
IX 186 
X 85 
XI 86 
Total 1146 


SUMMARY OF NUMBER OF BOOKS 
REPORTED ON FAVORABLY 


School Boys 
I 615 

II 695 
Ill 1001 
IV 1639 
V 903 
VI 1416 
Vil 1165 
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Girls 


1090 


Girls 

501 
1055 
1154 
2007 

944 
1403 
1461 


Total 

60 
103 
Wi 
gig S| 
125 
Lik 
yi) 
428 
335 
188 
154 


———— 


2236 


Total 
1116 
1750 
2155 
3646 
1847 
2819 
2626 


VIII 5384 4267 9651 


IX 2896 2432 5328 
x 1208 2347 3555 
XI 1197 TAY 1974 
Total 18119 18348 36467 


SUMMARY OF NUMBER OF BOOKS 
REPORTED ON UNFAVORABLY 


School Boys Girls Total 
i 58 37 95 
II 139 207 346 
Tl 334 358 692 
IV 567 544 1111 
V 285 262 547 
VI 453 347 800 
Vil 356 246 602 
Vill 1275 1356 2631 
IX 962 767 1729 
Xx 346 487 833 
XI 284 171 455 
Total 5059 4802 9861 

GRAND TOTALS | 
Favorable Report 18119 18348 36467 
Unfavorable Report 5059 4802 9861 


23178 210 46328 
83 


